In Search of Eternal Rest
1918
· Within three months of the Alapaievsk murder, Admiral Kolchak and the
whites were in possession of the town. The details of the crime were confirmed
before an official enquiry, and the bodies identified. Letters and small
possessions found in the shaft known as the "Lower Selim shaft" left no
possibility of doubt.   The mortal remains had been secretly rescued from the
shaft by a devoted monk, the Igumen Seraphim, and put into eight coffins.
When Kolchak arrived, it was possible to hold over them proper services in the
presence of many priests and crowds of peasants. (8407 & 43/049/7)
· There is however a discrepancy in the above text and the next. (HP)
· On September 28 n.st., Alapaievsk was occupied by Siberian white forces.
The head of the force, ordered agent Malchikov to search the countryside for
evidence. Malchikov was certain that the place of the assassination had to be
close to the road from Alapaievsk to Sinyatchik. He became interested in a
mine which had been abandoned some fifteen years previously. Fresh earth was
noticed and Malchikov began to search the site. On October 8 n.st. the body of
manservant Remez was found, On October 9 were found the bodies of nun
Varvara Yakovleva and of Prince Wladimir Paley, then on October 10 at the
depth of 15 meters was found the body of Constantine Constantinovich, and on
the same day but deeper that of Igor Constantinovich and even deeper that of
Grand Duke Serge Mihailovich. On October 11, sixteen meters deep was the
body of Grand Duchess Elizabeth Feodorovna and a meter lower that of loann
Constantinovich. (215)
· After the finding of all the bodies, on October 11 the Siberian Prosecutor
General entrusted Prosecutor Serghiev with the inquest on the Alapaievsk
murder at the same time as he attributed to Sokolov the inquest at
Ekaterinburg. The results of an autopsy immediately performed after the
identification of the bodies showed approximately the same wounds and
contusions which in some of the victims must have caused almost instant
death. A detailed description can be found in Prosecutor Sokolov's book.
(HP& 215)
· What is astonishing, is that only one of the Alapaievsk prisoners showed a
sign of rebellion at the prospect of death - Grand Duke Serge Mihailovich, who
was shot in the head before being thrown in the mine shaft. Indeed the same
lack of rebellion was shown by the Ekaterinburg victims and by the four Grand
Dukes murdered in 1919 in Petrograd.   Some consider that passive acceptance
of a terrible fate as clearly a sign of Christian resignation. (HP)
· A few of the band of executioners were captured by the "whites": P.C.
Startsev, E.A. Solovjov and I.P. Avramov. In their testimony they described how
they brought the prisoners on chariots to the mine on the night of the 17/18
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July and had them thrown down alive. Prosecutor Sokolov had no doubt that Alapaievsk acted on orders of the Urals Regional Soviet which in its turn acted in execution of a plan established by Moscow. (HP & 215)
· The eight coffins contained the remains of Grand Duchess Elizabeth
Feodorovna, Grand Duke Serge Mihailovich, Prince loann Constantinovich, Prince Constantine Constantinovich Prince Igor Constantinovich, Prince Wladimir Paley, Sister Varvara Yakovleva of the Marfa-Mariinskaya nunnery and Feodor Remez secretary of Grand Duke Serge.   (HP)
· There is another version: In October the bodies were extracted from the mine shaft, identified, washed and put into coffins and at first placed in the church of the Alapaievsk cemetery.   On October 18, the coffins were solemnly transported into the church of the Holy Trinity and placed in the crypt. (HP & 43/049/15)
· In Prosecutor Sokolov's "Enquete Judiciaire sur I'Assassinat de la Famille Imperiale de Russie" can be found very bad quality photographs of the bodies brought out of the mine shaft. (HP & 165)
· But within a few weeks, wrote Sir Samuel Hoare the white armies were in full retreat. (8407)
1919
· When the White Armies began retreating, and before the Bolsheviks were again in possession of Alapaievsk the coffins had to be removed. On July 14, Abbot Seraphim and two monks took the eight coffins by freight car to Chita.
In late August the coffins were placed in the Pokrov Mother-of-God nunnery in Chita. (HP & 43/049/1 5)
· Abbot Seraphim took the eight coffins by train to Chita.   (8407)
1920
· In March, still escorted by abbot Seraphim the eight coffins were taken by train from Chita to Kharbin. (43/049/15)
· In Kharbin the coffins were placed in the Russian convent of Basilian nuns. The Japanese, who were then in occupation of much of the territory, gave Seraphim what help they could, while the Chinese accepted the abbot Seraphim's explanation that he was taking the coffins of his own family to a holy place. (8407)
· The coffin with the remains of Prince loann Constantinovich was involved in the incident at the Haila'er railway station in Chinese Inner Mongolia. (43/049/15)
· Once again the coffins were rescued by Igumen Seraphim and taken by train first to Kharbin and then to Pekin.   At Kharbin the coffins were left at a Russian convent of Basilian nuns. The coffin of the Grand Duchess was opened, and the black habit of the Basilian order put upon her. The Japanese, who were then in occupation of much of the intervening territory, gave Seraphim what help they could, and the Chinese accepted the monk's explanation that he was taking the coffins of his own family to a holy place. When the bodies reached Pekin they were placed in the Russian Mission Church outside the walls. (8407)
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· By mid-April the coffins at last reached Beijing.   (43/049/15)
· Prince loann was buried in the St. Seraphim church in Beijing, wrote Mrs E,.
E. Alferev compiler of the source quoted. (7855)
· Princess Vera Constantinovna wrote that only the remains of her brothers
Constantine and Igor were in Beijing. At the time of the transfer by train there
was a battle with Chinese Communists and the coffin of loanchik disappeared.
Princess Vera added that Princess Paley had the remains of her son Wladimir
buried, somewhere, but she could not remember where. (40/023/16)
· In secrecy the coffins arrived' in Peking ( Nota Bene by HP: Follows the
cancelled notation: on Feb. 1920 ) in April, where they were met by Archbishop
Innokentij Head of the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission.   After a Russian memorial service the bodies were temporarily placed in one of the crypts of the mission's cemetery and work began on a new crypt within the church to be dedicated to St. Seraphim of Sarov.   ( 40/023/2 )
· At that time a city edict prohibited taking coffins and bodies within city
walls, where stood the building of the Russian Orthodox Mission in China, in the north-eastern corner of the inner city. The eight coffins had to be taken to the Russian church of Saint Seraphim of Sarov, behind the city walls, near the An-Ding-Men gate and placed into its underground crypt.    (43/049/1 5)
· An illustrated British weekly published in July 1920 four photographs
showing eight coffins laid up in a large room. The page bears the heading
"Russian Imperial Family - Remarkable discovery in Peking - The coffins in the
Russian chapel."
The caption says that quite recently the Chinese language press announced that the bodies of eight members of the former Imperial Family of Russia had been brought to Peking and taken outside the North Gate - An-ting-men - and buried in the little Russian cemetery there. The bodies were to be interred there, but the magazine's correspondent was surprised to find them stacked in a little chapel. The lead-lined and lead encased coffins were seven feet in length and bear a brass plate with an inscription. (43/049/9)
· Princess Victoria, Marchioness of Milford Haven arranged for coffins of her
sister and of Sister Varvara to leave Peking for the port of Tientsin and from
there to be transported by ship to Shanghai and then to Port Said in Egypt,
where they arrived in January 1921. (40/023/2 )
· In November the coffins of Grand Duchess Elizabeth and of sister Varvare
were taken to Jerusalem for burial. (43/049/15)
1938
—
When in 1938 the Japanese occupied Beijing, Archbishop Viktor obtained
permission from the Chinese authorities to take the six remaining coffins back into the city walls, and have them placed in the crypt of the Church of All Saints Martyrs within the compound of the Russian Orthodox Mission in China. (HP & 43/049/1 5)
1947
—
When the Red Army occupied Manchuria in 1945 the coffins of the other six
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Alapaievsk martyrs, which had remained in China, 'disappeared1 and their fate is still unknown.    (40/023/2)
—
When Beijing came under the control of the Communist Government of
China, Archbishop Viktor was obliged to move back the six coffins to the
Church of St. Seraphim of Sarov, outside the city walls. (HP & 43/049/15)
1966 >>>
—
During the "Cultural Revolution"   the Russian cemetery was subject to vandalism. (HP & 43/049/15)
1987
· The Russian cemetery was completely demolished in 1 987 when the Beijing city council decided to create in just in that location a public park named "Youth Lake" - Qing-Nian-Hu Gong-Yuan. Yet there is no absolute certainty that the remains were destroyed. If Chairman Mao's personal interpreter Ll-Yue-Ran has to believed the coffins are now under concrete slabs at the bottom of the artificial lake. Other witnesses of the destruction of the Russian churches at Beijing think that the coffins are now placed under a Golf Course and not under the lake in the park. (HP & 4004)
1992
· Princess Catherine loannovna did not know for sure whether the tombs in Beijing still existed. (40/023/17)
1995
· When it seemed that the new Russian Government would contemplate the reburial of the remains of Emperor Nicholas II and of his family and retainers, before informing the Russian Government of the wishes of the Family, I asked all the Romanovs to let me have their opinion. Princess Vera Constantinovna gave the following answer: "Of the martyrs are only resting Kostya and Igor. His mother had Wladimir Paiey buried I can't remember where. For the time being let's not disturb my brothers. When Russia will become Russia, all these problems could be solved, by us or by our descendants. (40/023/1)
· To the same question as the one submitted to Princess Vera, my cousin Princess Catherine loannovna replied: "We have no way of knowing for certain if the tombs in Pekin are still existing. If they exist I feel that my father should be brought to Ekaterinburg for burial, as well as the rest of the Alapaievsk martyrs.
Princess Catherine sent me a transcript of important parts of a book written by Lubov Millar the title of which is "Grand Duchess Elizabeth of Russia, New Martyr of the communist yoke".   I placed the various bits of information in the proper timeframe in this Episode.   (HP & 43/023/2)
2004
—
At the end of March 2004, Princess Catherine loannovna, aged 89, was
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approached by Dimitri  Gennadjevich Napara, a Russian residing at Beijing with a request of her assistance in the project of reburying in Russia the remains of her father prince loann and of the other Alapaievsk martyrs. Mr. Napara, wanted the princess to write an address, both to President Putin and Chairman Hu Jin-Tao, requesting their agreement to the transfer of the remains. Princess Catherine's daughter Nicoletta Grundland communicated with the writer of this Episodic Biography, asking advice and assistance, as it was out of the question to worry and cause distress to the Princess because of her advanced age. Nicoletta Grundland has advised Mr. Napara to contact the writer of this Episodic Biography - for advice, I hope. So far not a word has arrived from China. After having written on other occasions to Presidents Yeltsin and Putin, the last thing I need was to have to write, presumably in Chinese, to Chairman Hu Jin-Tao or to his suiccessor.
It would be interesting to know why and how Mr. Napara and the Beijing priest father Peter have become concerned with the problem. Interesting information is attached to the letter, and I am placing it in the appropriate timeframe of this episode. I have no means of ascertaining how reliable is the information given by Dimitri G. Napara or how reliable are the works Napara refers to: G. V. Melihov - Belij Kharbin (= white Kharbin ) published in the middle 1920's; "Russkij Putj" published in 2003; K. Kepping, Last articles and documents, published in St. Petersburg in 2003.    (HP & 43/049/15 & 40003)
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